
REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL 12 SEPTEMBER 2017

There are three topics which I should like to address:

• Provide an update of recent activity by the NP Working Group – 
see also the minutes sent with the agenda for today’s meeting;

• Deal with questions of PROCESS, as raised in recent 
correspondence to the Clerk;

• Deal with questions of future planning, as raised in recent 
correspondence to the Clerk.

Update

You have a copy of the recent note of the Working Party meeting.  The 
survey distribution process worked well though took longer than 
anticipated on account of holidays.  A few forms are yet to be collected.  
Members of the Working Party had received a positive response on the 
doorstep and judging from the number of envelopes returned there has 
been an excellent response.

The WP is currently taking a short break but will start the task of data 
entry at the end of the month.  We look forward to being able to provide 
the PC with a full and detailed report on the survey results in due course.

Process

For the record, I will summarise briefly the key stages in the approval 
process – all the information is in the public domain:

The NBPC approved the proposal to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan in 
July 2016: see minute 16/115 July 2016.

The Neighbourhood Plan Area – which includes the castle and 
surroundings – was agreed in open debate by both NB and OB Parish 
Councils.  See OBPC minute 16/107 November 2016 and NBPC minute 
16/199 December 2016.  This was then passed to Breckland Council for 
consultation and approval, subsequently ratified by Breckland Council on 
30 March 2017 – see letter from the Deputy Planning Manager.  
Breckland Council did not receive any representations on the proposed 
Plan area during the consultation period nor any additional comments on 
the proposed boundary.



An extraordinary meeting of the NBPC was held on 22 March 2017 at 
which members of the Working Party set out the purpose, scope, and 
timetable for the project. There was excellent village attendance at the 
meeting with questions and answers. 

The Working Party reported on progress with the design of the survey to 
NBPC on 9 May.  Council agreed that it would not be necessary to see 
the final questions before the survey was issued: minute 1718/17.

All expenses, apart from the hire of the hall in April, have been met from 
funds awarded to the project by the government agency Locality and 
have been passed for payment through the Clerk who has a record of 
the invoices and payments.

Future planning

The intention has always been that this project should be led by the 
community, focused on those who have chosen to make their homes 
here whether owner occupiers or renters: village residents are at the 
heart of the Plan.  Thus the survey conducted this summer has been 
targeted at village residents only. 

 According to the work plan and timetable presented to the PC on 22 
March 2017, the post-survey work will collate the survey responses, 
identify gaps, and assess the need for further focused pieces of work, 
including engagement with other stakeholders. 

No decisions have been taken with regard to the next stage of project.   
First and foremost the survey analysis will be presented to the PC, 
together with a set of recommendations about future tasks.  Some of 
these have been indicated (in today’s minutes for example): 
engagement with stakeholders, the appointment of professional experts 
to assist with more complex enquiries, the application for additional 
funding from Locality to support these tasks.
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