A BIT OF

GREEN BIZ NEWS MAY '19 …

If you come across anyone who you think should be involved with the
Business Group, please pass on our contact details info@np4nb.online

good news on the green scene… For businesses in
New Buckenham, the environment, wildlife and heritage are some of the
most important selling points, encouraging visitors to pitch up here to
appreciate the SSSI, the creatures, the flowers, the Castle, the Church,
the history and then, maybe, hang around and eat, drink and wander.
Cyclists and walkers head here, academics, botanists and ornithologists
study here and, of course, residents, their families and friends enjoy this unique spot. So a New
Buck Biz needs to keep across the green scene. Here's the latest:

Tas Valley Way Repairs

In the last year we've
reported fly-tipping, ploughed footpaths as well as
broken bridges and stiles. The County Council is short of
money and always take a while, but this month HURRAY!
ACTION on The Trail. It's 25 miles long between
Cringleford and Attleborough. A broken stile & bridge north of the
village was a real danger. Not now tho!

The Green-Winged Orchids increase

The count has just taken
place on the SSSI. It's not definitive
and depends on weather, time of the
year and number of counters. The
flowers are increasingly rare across
the country due to neglect of
meadows and use of fertilisers. They
need "unimproved grassland". The
UK has lost an incredible 97% of its
unimproved grasslands since World
War 2. No wonder the Common is so
important. Surprisingly the NWT,
managing the Common, doesn't do
the count. It's left to volunteers,
which has been somewhat haphazard.
The splendid Ken
Gee took it upon
himself for years.
Biz Buzz tracked
down one of his
counts from 2013. 1320 orchids.
This year the count was a couple of
weeks earlier And how many in 2019?
A SPECTACULAR 3,252 -GIVE OR TAKE A FEW!
A round of applause to Tony Hamerton
(former Lord of the Manor of NB) and
his sister, Liz, who lead the count.

turtle doves return

The scrub on the SSSI is utterly key as a
nesting place for Turtle Doves which fly in from West
Africa in the summer. Turtle Doves face global
extinction (IUCN Red List of Edangered Species).
The UK population has declined by 91% since 1995.
Ornithologists visiting the Common report hearing a
pair this year. Sadly, there's been no sighting. Eyes peeled, Biz Bods!
Don't confuse with collared doves!!

2019 Bat count begins Last year the Buckenham Bat count with the
BTO was a massive success. 39 different locations, across 4 summer
months. There are 18 species of bat in the UK. We now know New
Buckenham has at least 9 of them- including the rarest and most
protected, the Barbastelle dashing along St Martin's
Gardens, the Castle and the Common and the
Noctule scudding over Spittle Mere. The counts
revealed literally tens of thousands of fly pasts. This year, despite the cold
nights, the first count has already monitored hundreds. PROMOTE THE GREEN
SCENE IN NEW BUCKENHAM AND IF YOU HAVE GREEN BIZ IDEAS GET IN TOUCH.

MONEY …MONEY…MONEY ..for immersive

tech Immersive technology/Virtual reality

(VR) / augmented reality (AR) is dramatically changing the biz scene. Here in New Buck we are
working on using an AR phone app to help visitors. DIY stores are looking at
using it to help customers choose the right products. HR depts. are using it for
training. The British Army teamed up with Visualise to create a 360 degree VR
recruitment video to help demonstrate military training. Immersive
environments let users explore products, processes, and services in the
context of how they are used…you don't have to be wearing a headset..but it
can help! Already it generates £660m a year in the UK BUT not
enough is done to help companies start up. A Government
initiative, Innovate UK (IUK), is offering LARGE GRANTS for
NEW IDEAS. The money is for UK companies of any size
intending to "deliver ambitious or disruptive R&D innovations
with significant potential for impact on the UK economy" All proposals must be business focused,
rather than pure research. Applications can come from any area of technology (including arts,
design, media or creative industries), science or engineering and be applied to any part of the
economy. There's £25 million up for grabs. For projects with a duration of between 6 and 18
months, the total eligible project costs will be between £25,000 and £500,000 (single company or
collaboration). For those with a duration between 19 and 36 months, the total eligible project costs
will be between £25,000 & £2 million (collaboration only). Applications are open until noon 24 July

Follow these links:
Innovate UK (IUK)

Innovate UK Smart Grants: April 2019

PHONE MAST LATEST…still waiting. This month we have a vaguely optimistic message
from the estimable Juliet Baller, Planning Manager at Waldon Telecom Ltd. She's moved to pastures
new. Someone else is dealing with it - but they aren't revealing who they are! On the 8th May Juliet
apologised for not being in touch but reported," I am advised that progress remains slow, but the
Cornerstone and Telefónica are still working on the details with a view to progressing it to build."
The New Bucks Art show was a great example of local entrepreneurs & artists
building businesses by selling both originals and copies & greetings cards. More
than 100 artists. Prices ranged from £40-£548 & £2 for cards. Fantastically high
standard and high footfall. Hazel Rush starts Art Show 2020 plans in October.
The 7th Bucks Photo Show May 24th-26th - a great opportunity to promote
your photography. Charles Oxley (01953 860708 / charlesoxley@yahoo.co.uk)
Business news, info, views? Get in touch.
Please pass Biz Buzz on. info@np4nb.online

