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Executive Summary  

This report presents baseline assessments of the landscape and heritage of the 

New Buckenham Neighbourhood Plan area (hereafter the 'study  area'), which 

comprises the entirety of the parish of New Buckenham and a small portion of the 

neighbouring Old Buckenham parish .  

The most significant features of the study area  are the extensive earthworks and 

ruins of the medieval castle and the associated planned town, laid out together  in 

the 12th century.  Taken as a whole, the castle and town, with the deer  park to its 

north  and rabbit warren and dovecote to the south, are  one of the best surviving 

example s of Norman town planning and are of national significance . Although the 

later centuries of the town are better represented in the historic al record , there are 

sufficient sources for the nature of the castle  and town to be discerned with some 

certainty. The archaeological potential of the area also remains very high.  

New Buckenham was founded as a mercantile town and is unusual f or being an 

entirely artificial creation in an otherwise  agrarian landscape . New Buckenham Ǵt 

economy was founded on trade and commerce and resulted in a built 

environment characterised by tightly -packed buildings, regu larly -aligned streets, 

numerous crossroad junctions and long thin tenement plots . While the town grid 

has remained relatively static, it is clear that there was a housing boom in the 

century following 1450, which saw en croachment onto the central market place, 

as well as expansion beyond the townǴs original boundary di tch  from the 16 th 

century onwar ds. Historic mapping demonstrates that the town developed at a 

rapid rat e throughout the 20 th century , with many of the older properties being 

replaced and much of the open space within the town being  infilled.  Particularly 

striking is the degree to which these newer properties  have been seamlessly 

integrate d into the fabric of the town. This trend continues, with architectural 

innovation sitting comfortably alongside medieval earthworks and timber -framed 

buildings.  New Buckenham is, and always has been, a dynamic and changing 

settlement , and it is to be hoped that these historical trends will be  maintained well 

into the 21st century and beyond.  
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1 Introduction  

This Landscape and Heritage Assessment has been prepared by Dr Richard 

Hoggett MCIfA FSA on behalf of New Buckenham Parish Council to provide an 

evidence base which will inform the development of the New Buckenham 

Neighbourhood Plan.  The report presents baseline assessments of the landscape 

and heritage of the New Buckenham Neighbourhood Plan area (hereafter the 

'study area'), which comprises the entirety of the parish of New Buckenham and a 

small portion of the neighbouring Old Buckenh am parish , in which stand the 

remains of Buckenham castle  (Figures 1Ǳ3). For clarity, the castle within the study 

area is referred to here as New Buckenham castle, while the older site of the 

original Buckenham castle is referred to as Old Buckenham castle . 

Section 2 defines the study area and places it into the wider context of the 

settlement and administrative boundaries of its immediate surroundings . Section 

3 presents a detailed overview of the landscape of the study area, focussing on 

the physical char acteristics which give rise to its distinctive landscape character. 

Section 4 uses archaeological, historical and cartographic evidence to set out the 

developmental history of the study area from prehistory to the present day, with a 

particular focus on th e castle, settlement and planned town . Section 5 draws 

together the evidence collected in Sections 2, 3 and 4 and presents a series of 

conclusions which can be drawn from the assessment and places New 

Buckenham into its wider context.  

In preparing this ass essment, due regard has been paid to the guidance set out in 

Ppsgpml Epvouz EpvodjmǴt Standards For DevelopmentȤLed Archaeological Projects 

In Norfolk (Robertson et al. 2018) boe uif Eibsufsfe Kotujuvuf gps CsdibfpmphjtutǴ 

Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk -based Assessment (CIFA 

2017). 

The Ordnance Survey data used in the mapping presented in this  report has been 

provided to New Buckenham Parish Council under the terms of the Public Sector 

Mapping Agreement. 
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Figure 1. (left) 
The location of 
New 
Buckenham 
within the UK 
Scale 
1:10,000,000. 

 
Figure 2 (right). 
The location of 
New 
Buckenham 
within East 
Anglia. Scale 
1:1,000,000. 

  












































































































































































