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A new lockdown in England starts on Thursday for one 

month until the 2nd of December. The original furlough 

arrangements will be re-instated for another month. 

The R number has been steadily growing since the end of the last lockdown, something which 

was visible on graphs from August. It stands above 1 currently and must be below 1 in order to 

control it. The intention is to get it well below 1 in the next 4 weeks. Today the number of 

infections in the UK is more than one million…this would result in 4,000 deaths each day in the 

winter if nothing is done now. 

There is now the potential for the latest outburst to be twice as bad as the original one. It's also 

predicted that , if nothing is done, over the next six weeks hospital admissions will be much 

higher than during the first wave. Doing nothing now, leaves the NHS infrastructure, deaths and 

infections in a much worse position. The statistics suggest that on the 20th November NHS peak 

beds usage (as compared with the original outbreak) will be exceeded. This is very dangerous - 

not just for those suffering from Covid 19- but also for everyone else with conditions that are 

awaiting treatment and who are facing continually increasing waiting lists.   

The Prime Minister, Boris Johnston, told the press conference that they had hoped that the kind 

of restrictions the Government put in place would have been sufficient to control the virus. He 

said that the virus is running even faster than the scientists had originally advised. (This is 

contradicted by scientists.) Mr Johnston said if the virus increases at this newly-understood rate, 

the decision-making left to NHS staff would be appalling. They would have to decide who gets 

oxygen, who gets help or , as the PM said, "who lives and who dies". He said if nothing was 

done for the first time in our lives "the NHS would not be there for us". He said he was "truly, 

truly sorry" that this has to happen. 

THE RULES 

• From Thursday you may only leave home for work (if you can't work from home e.g. 

construction industry, manufacturing), for exercise with one other person outside the 

home, to shop for food and essentials or to help others. 

• Unlike the last set of rules, there will be no limit on the length of time that is spent 

outside the house on exercise.  

• Click-and-collect services will continue. 

• Non essential retail outlets, pubs, bars, restaurants, gyms and leisure locations will close 

except for take away services. 

• People won't be allowed to mix inside the house except for child care reasons. 

• Support bubbles will still be allowed and children will be able to move homes if their 

parents are separated. 

• Those over the age of 70 or those who are vulnerable must be particularly careful. They 

are not being asked to "shield" in the same way as before because they are trying to 

avoid the stress of isolation and mental damage that had been apparent after the first 

lockdown. 

• The furlough scheme worth 80% of wages (due to end today) will now be extended 

through November until December 2nd.  



• Child care, early years settings schools colleges and universities will remain open. "We 

cannot let this virus damage our school children's futures more than is necessary". 

• It is vital that other appointments and requirements from the health service must 

continue. Everyone is advised to continue to take up your appointments, get your scans 

and continue to access these services. 

On Monday these plans will be laid before parliament. Parliament will vote on Wednesday. 

The devolved Governments will be consulted about arrangements before Christmas. 

TESTING  "Things will appear better by the Spring ... We now have the means of using millions 

of fast-turnaround tests…over the next few days and weeks we plan a massive expansion of the 

fast turnaround tests which will allow eg women to have their partners with them when they 

give birth. The army has been drafted in to help in the next few days. We will get through this 

but we must act now to tackle this Autumn surge." 

The scientists point out that those areas which have the lowest death rates eg Cornwall and 

Norfolk, now still have the same speed of growth of virus rate. So they must be included in this 

national lockdown. 

VIEWS AND BACKGROUND… 

Kevin Courtney, General Secretary of National Education Union believes that it is the only way to 

reduce infection. When the lockdown comes to an end, he calls for secondary schools to be on a 

rota so that children would alternate schooling and home for a week at a time. The teachers 

would be at school all the time and , where possible, delivering lessons on line.  

Kate Nichols of UK Hospitality anticipates 5,000-6,000 jobs at risk from this closure. She's 

calling for enhanced grants and salary aid.   

Prof Neil Ferguson whose work with Sage inspired the original lockdown believes the tier system 

is not causing cases to go down. It slows them but does not reduce them. He says the UK was 

slow to go into lockdown in the Spring and so suffered a bad second phase as predicted. The 

SAGE group was warning at the beginning of October that these numbers were inevitable.  

Sir David King, Chair of the independent SAGE group of scientists, is demanding people are 

financially supported to enable them to isolate because one of the problems has been that those 

suffering symptoms are not isolating because they can't afford to. He wants the test, trace and 

isolate to be given over to the local health bodies and removed from the commercial companies 

which are not achieving the aims. Sir David King says they knew weeks ago that this would be 

the situation and that the Government had been warned. 

Dr Chris Smith virologist, University of Cambridge, says the rates of increase were entirely 

predictable and that the scientists had told the government. The Government, on the other 

hand, had been trying to balance the economy with the virus. 

Anyone in Norfolk who is experiencing Covid-19 symptoms should book a test. See the details 

here:  www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-

to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/  

If you need to get information, advice or need to apply for loans from Breckland District 

Council here is the link: www.breckland.gov.uk/coronavirus 

All Biz Buzz crisis updates are to be found on www.np4nb.online 
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